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[COURSE INFORMATION] 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  

& GOALS 

 

This course introduces the art, architecture, and archaeology of Korea from 

the pre-historic period to contemporary time within the larger framework 

of East Asian art.   

 

First, we will examine Korean art and culture of the pre-modern period.  

The first half of the class will cover more than five thousand years of 

Korean art history, beginning with the prehistoric period and continuing 

through the Three Kingdoms (57 B.C. – 668 A.D.), the Unified Silla (668-

918), and the Goryeo dynasty (918-1392), before concluding with the 

Joseon (1392-1910) period. Significant art works in diverse media, 

including ceramic, painting, metal crafts, sculpture, and architecture will be 

examined in their cultural and historical contexts.  We will also examine 

how Shamanism, Buddhism, Confucianism, regional differences, and 

foreign influences brought new ideas and shaped art objects.  We will see 

how Korea, China, and Japan interacted with one another and exchanged 

cultural ideas, motifs and techniques.    

 

The second half of the class will explore 20th-century Korean art, beginning 

with Korean art under the Japanese colonial period (1910-1945), looking at 

North Korean propaganda art and monuments after its division (1953- 

present), and finally examining the artistic development in South Korea 

after the Korean War until now.  We will explore how Korean art was 

affected by and reacted to various political, historical, and social changes.  

The establishment of the historiography, the formulation of aesthetic and 

cultural cannons, and the shaping of images of Koreans and their art works 

will be explored by examining diverse media including painting, 

photographs, exhibition catalogues, and other sources.  
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PREREQUISITE 

 

No prerequisite required 

 

COURSE 

REQUIREMENTS 
 

GRADING POLICY 

 Attendance and Participation (20%): Class meetings will combine 

lectures and discussion.  Your regular attendance is mandatory and will be 

checked regularly.  If for any reason you cannot attend class, please inform 

the instructor in advance.  Only documented excuses (doctor’s note, and so 

on) will be accepted for absence.  Except in cases of documented 

emergencies, you will be penalized for any missed or late assignments.  

Participation in class discussion is strongly encouraged and pop quizzes 

(pass/not pass) will be given frequently to verify attendance and encourage 

you to keep current in your reading.     

 

 In-class Quizzes (60%): You will be tested in weeks 2, 4, and 6 on what 

you learned the previous two weeks.  The quizzes (20% each) will last 

about an hour and consist of terms, image identifications, and short answer 

and/or essay questions.  There will be no midterm or final exams. 

  

 Final Paper (20%): You will be asked to write one 6- to 8-page paper 

(20 %). You can choose any single artwork, or a cross-cultural or cross-time 

comparison of two art objects.  Around week three, you must make an 

appointment with me to get my approval of your topic.   

 

The paper (double-spaced) will include a visual analysis, the application of 

information you learned from lectures and readings, your substantial 

research, and your original ideas and critical thinking.  The paper must 

include a copy of art objects discussed in your paper, proper citations and 

bibliography.  The paper is due on the last day of class.  Please turn in the 

hard copy to me in person. 

  F = 59

TEXTS & REFERENCES 

Required textbook  

Jane Portal, Korea: Art and Archaeology (abbreviated as KAA):, London: 

British Museum   

      Press, 2000. 

 

Youngna Kim, 20th Century Korean Art (abbreviated as TKA):, Laurence Kin, 

2005. 

 

Weekly readings will be drawn from journals, books, and exhibition 

catalogues.  Students are required to read the assigned readings before 

class and to participate in the class discussions.  In addition, there will be 
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handouts on selected topics.    

 

Articles from the journal Koreana can be read directly online at 

http://www.koreana.or.kr/issues.asp. You might also enjoy browsing 

through this journal.  It covers many aspects of Korean culture, including 

contemporary art and culture. 

 

INSTRUCTOR’S 

PROFILE  

 

Sunglim Kim is Assistant Professor of Art History and Asian Middle Eastern 

Studies at Dartmouth College.  She received her PhD from University of 

California, Berkeley in 2009.  Her research interests include the rise of 

consumer culture in late Joseon dynasty and the role of the professional 

nouveau riche, the so-called jungin in the production, distribution, 

collection, and consumption of art in 18th and 19th century Korea; the 

shaping of images of Korea and her people during the Japanese colonial 

period; and the use of visual space as political tool in modern and 

contemporary Korea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[WEEKLY SCHEDULE] 

* Your detailed explanation would be very helpful for prospective students to get a 

pre-approval for credit-transfer from        

their home university in advance.  

WEEK 

(PERIOD) 
WEEKLY TOPIC & CONTENTS 

COURSE MATERIAL & 

ASSIGNMENTS 

REFERENC

E  

1 

Introduction to the land and people 

of Korea & Art and archaeology of 

the Three Kingdoms Period 

Jane Portal, Korea: Art and 

Archaeology (KAA), 9-68. 

 

 

2 

Art of the Unified Silla and Goryeo 

Dynasty 

 

KAA, 69-121. 

 

In-class 

quiz #1 on 

Thursday  
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WEEK 

(PERIOD) 
WEEKLY TOPIC & CONTENTS 

COURSE MATERIAL & 

ASSIGNMENTS 

REFERENC

E  

3 Art of the Joseon Dynasty 
KAA, 121-165. 

 
 

4 Art of the Colonial Period 

20th Century Korean Art 

(TKA), 10-39, 64-87, & 106-

123. 

 

In-class 

quiz #2 on 

Thursday 

5 North Korean Art 

Jane Portal, Art Under Control 

in North Korea, 6-30, 53-79, 

80-104, & 124-168. (PDF files 

will be available) 

 

 

6 Modern and Contemporary Art 

TKA 172-197, 198-229, 252-

265, & 267-281. 

 

In-class 

quiz #3 on 

Thur. 

Paper is 

due in class 

on 

Thursday 

 


